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Safeguarding children and protecting 

professionals in early years settings: online safety 

guidance for practitioners. 

 

Policy for staff use of social media 

At Barton St David Pre-School we believe that safeguarding our children should be 

given the highest priority. We are fully aware that not only we, as adults, have 

access to social media but that the children in our setting may also have access via 

members of their family. For many people social media is an integral part of life 

online. Safeguarding regulations require that we show a duty of care in our use of 

online applications within Pre-School and teach children how to stay safe when 

using technology. 

Social media 

There are many online sites, including, but not exclusive to: Facebook, Twitter, 

Pinterest, Instagram, WhatsApp. 

These sites can be accessed via smartphone apps, computers, laptops or tablets. 

Sites are very quick to access, particularly when using smartphones and are highly 

interactive. Most allow users to engage in a dialogue with others, to “post” 

comments, photographs, videos and to share ideas. 

Difficulties with social media 

Social media can be mis-used and have negative impacts. There is the possibility 

that it can be used inappropriately, maliciously, or unwisely. This may include 

breaches of confidentiality, cyberbullying or trolling, radicalisation, or abuse. 

Most organisations, including educational settings, have an internet presence. For 

these settings, the online account will be used to share such information as school 

term and diary dates, curriculum information, and future events. All information 

online is very carefully monitored. As an independent educational setting it is our 

responsibility to ensure that our use of social media is controlled not only as part of 

mandatory Safeguarding duties but as a reflection of our own professional conduct. 

The Ofsted inspection handbook states: “Adults understand the risks associated 

with technology, including social media, of bullying, grooming, exploiting, 

radicalising, or abusing children or learners.  

(Inspecting Safeguarding in early years, education, and skills. 2019) 



Protocols to protect staff at Barton St David Pre-School  

Staff in early years settings should protect and manage their online relationships 

and be clear about the expectations regarding online behaviour with friends and 

colleagues. Staff should be aware how their social conduct may be perceived by 

others and how this may affect their professional reputation and that of the setting. 

Role modelling safe use of the internet” (by staff) ”should become part of our 

everyday practice.” 

(Safeguarding and protecting professionals in early years settings: online safety 

guidance for practitioners. Feb. 2019) 

As it is important for staff to protect their own reputation and to uphold the reputation 

of our setting a starting point would be for staff to ask the following questions before 

they post anything online; 

“would I say this face to face with a parent?” 

“would I do this if a parent were present?” 

It is also important for staff to be aware of their online reputation and discuss with 

family and friends what information and /or photos of themselves they do NOT want 

others to post on social media sites. 

We believe that by creating an informed workforce we can work together to 

safeguard and promote positive outcomes for the children in our care. 

We trust our staff will not use their personal social media to: 

             *share information with parents on personal devices 

             *identify or discuss any child at the setting 

             *identify or discuss a parent /carer at the setting 

             *accept any child / parent or carer as a ”friend” 

              *share photographs of any child 

              *discuss or comment on work or colleagues 

              *write anything about the setting which is not true 

              *use work provided devices to access social media sites for personal use 

             *access any social media platform for their personal use during the working 

day whilst they are working with a child or children 

We expect our staff to inform the Chair of the committee immediately 

              *if they experience any form of cyberbullying or trolling on social media in 

relation to their work at Pre-School 

              



              *if they experience any form of radicalisation via social media in relation to 

their work at Pre-School. This forms part of the PREVENT duty, a national strategy 

to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism 

               *if they experience any form of online abuse in relation to their work at 

Pre-School 

                *if they are concerned about the behaviour of a colleague online. 

Our Pre-School website and Facebook pages are monitored regularly. Anything 

which compromises the safety of our children or the reputation of our staff and 

setting will be removed immediately and the matter dealt with appropriately. 

 

On line Learning Journals -Tapestry 

Tapestry is a programme which enables “instant” recording and assessments of 

children using videos and photographs. It also enables staff to provide “instant” 

feedback and information to parents/carers who in turn can comment on their child 

and their achievements. 

It is our intention to begin to use Tapestry in our setting next term. To safeguard the 

children in our care and our staff we will implement all relevant controls within the 

programme for online access including password protection, parents setting up 

individual accounts and the use of an individual PIN for each parent. All information 

will be stored on a device purchased specifically for this application. 

 

Our staff have current Safeguarding training and this is updated every two 

years. 

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Laura Worth. 

Our committee Designated Safeguarding Lead is Catherine McManemen 

 

Further information may be obtained from the following official websites:- 

The new EARLY Years Foundation Stage Framework has a link to signpost providers to helpful 

guidance: The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) has published guidance for education 

establishments under the heading Education and Skills  

 

The new Early Years Foundation Stage Framework 2021 includes safeguarding guidance  

https://www.gov.uk/publications/safeguarding-children-and-protecting-professionals-in-early-years-

settings-online-safety 

CC May 2021. 
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